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Welcome to the Story of the Alken

I have looked for one of these American sports
cars to restore for over 30 years and completed
one in 2016.

My specific Alken was one of the first 3 made.
It was finished in the Alken shop in Venice, CA

and 1t was used as their marketing car. The
same car was shown to the public in the
November 1958 issue of Road and Track. I have

been able to find copies of original photos
from the photo shoot from this article,
handwritten test track notes, and photos from
another Motor trend photo shoot.

This i1is the first fiberglass body designed
specifically for the VW chassis. Allen and
Kenneth White formed the name ALKEN from
jJoilining their first names. The spend over
$100K USD to launch the car and sold completed
bodies for $1295, quite expensive in 1958.

Please enjoy the story and documentation of a
great American design that kicked off the
entire VW kit car scene soon to follow. The
Alken D2 from Venice, California. For
“Immediate Release”
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ALKEN D-2 INTRODUCTION CULMINATES
YEAR OF EVOLUTION AND TESTING

At Alken, as at any firm geared to production in small,
exclusive quantities, the investment in a new product is great
but the gamble on success greater. The Volkswagen sports
car replacement body produced by the firm took a big slice of
time to create, a sizeable chunk of capital to build and a staff
of trained men capable of a variety of jobs to engineer for
production.

The creation of the Alken D-2 is unlike a similar development
by a major automotive company. It is more like the virtually
forgotten art of custom car styling popular in the early days of
the automobile when greats such as Detriech, Darrin and Murphy
held sway.

The D-2 had its start on a hot, sultry July evening last
year. In Venice, an oceanside suburb of Los Angeles, four men
huddled a littered drawing table beneath a single, bare
electric light. Daylight had long ago given way to darkness and
the glowing light cast weird shadows in the room.

With Alken's project engineer, English-born John Macnamara,
was Alken, president, Alan White, and industrial designer Bill

Pierson.
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"That's close to it," Macnamara told Pierson, as they
checked drawings for the proposed car, "but the front fenders
are not right."

Pierson began a new sketch as they talked, roughing in
contours of a lower, longer, more angular car. His pencil quickly
traced in the lines. The men talked excitedly: Pierson changed
contours as they talked, erased and changed again. Finally, he
stopped.

"That is it," Alan White said, "how long will it take to
build? Can we have it by December?"

"That depends upon the headaches," Macnamara replied.
With but five months to transform the artist’s ideas into
a solid, marketable car, Macnamara got on the job quickly. He
changed the sketches into engineering drawings, outlining cross
section body contours at 40 stations from bumper to bumper.

From the station drawings he built a quarter—scale, three dimen-
sional clay model. From checks made on the model, White approved
the styling.

Macnamara enlarged the contours of the 40 stations to full
size and transferred the outlines to plywood. The cut—out ply—
wood stations were mounted to 6 x 8 timbers in the proper relation—
ship and the open space between the stations was filled with
burlap supported by wires strung through the stations. Over the
burlap, Macnamara and his crew poured plaster to the top of the
stations, then sanded the hardened plaster smooth. The result:
an accurate reproduction of the artist's sketch.

The styling was checked again, the full—scale mock—up.
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In full size the contours looked different.

"It isn't right," Alan White told Macnamara, "Design is our
most important asset and this one is wrong. The nose is too
stubby and flat; the rear is heavy and squat. Scrap the design
and we make a new one. There goes the December deadline."

Pierson, the designer, was called in again.

"The car should have a sculptured look," White explained
to him, "a design that is modern and simple, yet distinctly
American. We want no eviscerated Ferraris; no pouting Detroit
dream cars."

Four days and half a hundred drawings later, Pierson came
up with a new design. Macnamara again transferred the sketches
to full size and built a plaster mock-up. The model was checked
again. Design two was approved.

"Can we finish D-2 by February?" Alan White asked.

"We can try," Macnamara replied.

The plaster mock—up was completed late in December. The
big jobs were ahead. The final body, from which the production
molds were to be made, would not be the plaster mock-up. Body
contours on the plaster mock—up could always be rough and im-
perfect. To prevent the troubles arising from use of the plaster
mock-up, Macnamara ordered a preliminary female plastic mold and
from it a plastic body upon which final corrections could be
made and attaching panels such as the inner bulkheads, the doors,
hood openings, dash and cockpit lines could be fitted and copied
into the production molds.

The female mold was laid up two days, then two weeks
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were spent smoothing and perfecting its surfaces. The inner
surface of the female mold had to be as smooth as possible: It
would be responsible for the smoothness of the production body.
When the female was finished and the production body made,

the first Alken body was checked, approved and mounted on a

V-W chassis for final construction.

By mid-February, the body shell was completed, smooth and
perfect with body lines as they were to be on the final bodies.
Wheel wells had been cut out and molded, headlight cavities had
been molded and installed. Slowly crews designed the bulkheads,
fitted them and made molds. This took a month. The dash panel
was designed in plaster, copied in plastic and fitted to the body
for final molding with the body shell. The same repetitious
procedure was followed for the other internal parts. A few parts,
bumpers and cockpit liners, could be molded directly on the
production body, but most had to be made separately, copied, then
fitted to the body.

It was impossible, for example, to make the doors, on the
the production mold. These had to be molded individually. To do
the job, Macnamara made a plastic mold of the side sections of
the body where the doors were to fit, made copies or these areas,
and mounted the copies on wooden frames. Door openings were cut
into these copies and door jambs, weather sills and hinge posts
were molded on plaster onto the copies. Then the door shell was
fitted to the unit and an inner shell molded. Each part was then
copied and fitted into the production body before molding.

It was now late in April. The second deadline was gone,
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Macnamara refused to assign a new one. "When the D-2 is completed,
he said, "It will be done -- not before."

Finally, late in June the body was finished. Bulkheads,
liners, doors, light cavities and shell were smooth and perfect.
Crews double—checked every inch and announced it was right. Mac-
namara made the first set of production molds from which copies
could be produced.

The molds were made in sections so they might be quickly
assembled for molding, then quickly removed when the body was
ready for removal. Molds were made of: the lower front section,
separate molds for the hoods, body sections and cockpit as well
as inner bulkheads and doors. Each mold had to be numbered and
flanged to fit together precisely.

Quickly, Alken crews built the first perfected body.
This was mounted on a chassis and given four weeks of intens-
ive, rigid testing. Every inch was checked for perfect fit,
strength and durability. When, on June 20th, the body was
approved, Alken was ready to announce the car to the public.

Behind that moment lay 12 months of building, $50,000 in
labor and raw materials and infinite hope. Mcnamara’s Jjob was
done. The future of the D-2 was in the hands of the public,
owners and sports car buyers. Their response would decide the

gamble. Hand written on page “$100,000 Bill F.”



FROM PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE
ALKEN CORPORATION
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IMMEDIATE
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
ALKEN CORPORATION

The Alken Corporation was formed a year ago for the research
and development of reinforced plastic products. Its first project
was the development of the D-2 V-W sports car body. After
completion of a year long research and development program, the D-2
has been readied for production, yet Alken will not produce it.
Routine production be handled by a Los Angeles plastics com—
pany under contract with the Alken Corporation.

Instead of producing the D-2 body, the Alken Corporation plans
to devote its time and energies to further development, in the field
of replacement auto bodies as well as other industrial fields.

Plans are now underway to produce the D—2 body, under a
licensing agreement in South America and Europe. Negotiations are
underway with firms in Sweden and Brazil at this moment. Upon the
conclusion of these talks an announcement will be made.

The Alken Corporation was formed by Alan and Kenneth White.
The firm name is a contraction of the first names of the two
brothers Alan White is president.

ALAN WHITE, D.D.S. -- Dr. White is a Los Angeles dental

surgeon: lives in Pacific Palisades, is married and the father of

RELEASE
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three children. He has long had an interest in sports cars and cus-
tom automobiles. After the close of World War II, Dr. White was
among the first to import French automobiles into the U.S. From
this interest in automobiles came the selection of the D-2 as the
first project for the newly formed Alken Corp.

JOHN MACNAMARA Mr. -- Macnamara is chief engineer and general
manager if the Alken Corporation. It has been his job to translate
the D-2 designs into reality, see the D-2 through development stages,
test it and plan for production. Mr. Macnamara, Irish by birth,
studied engineering at England's Royal Navy Engineering College at
Keyham, Devonport, England. He has served tours of duty with the
British Navy and the British Army before coming to the United States.
He is a U.S. citizen.

WILLIAM FRIEDAUER -- William L. Friedauer, a popular Southern
California sports car driver and sales engineer, 1is sales manager
of the Alken Corporation. Friedauer has held similar positions
with other Southern California automotive firms, has been an ardent
amateur sports car driver for nine years and is a member of the
Southern California Sports Car Club. He is 38, married and lives

in Glendale.
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IMMMEDIATE

TECHNICAL DATA: ALKEN D-2

BODY DESIGN:

The high fashion styling of the Alken D-2 is a blend of
European and U.S. styling concepts, a union that is in keeping
with the international flavor of the car (German Volkswagen
chassis and engine engineering coupled with U. S. styled and pro-
duced body.)

The D-2 was designed by California Industrial designer,
Bill Pierson. The body is modern, following the currently popu-
lar sculptured lines without copying previous U.S. or European
automotive designs. The lines of the D-2 are low and long with
a comfort and roominess inside previously unknown in plastic

replacement sports car bodies.

BODY CONSTRUCTION:

Inside the body shell is a network of 16 bulkheads
which make the Alken D--2 the strongest fiberglass body in the
world. The bulkheads criss-cross fender and body sections to re—
lieve body racking and twisting. In recent factory tests, the

D-2 was found to be stronger than most metal bodied sedans. It

RELEASE
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is expected that exclusive inner bulkhead system will increase
the life of the Alken D—2 200 per cent, eliminating the common
tendency toward cracking and chipping, making it possible for

Alken owners to keep the body in top shape with less effort.

INSTALLATION:

The Alken D—2 has been engineered to fit the Volkswagen
chassis like a glove. The under-body runners have been contoured
to fit only the V-W chassis. The process for installation is
this:

Disconnect the steering from the dash and the wiring from
the chassis. Remove the metal V-W body from the standard V-W
chassis by removing 36 chassis bolts. Remove the instruments.

Modify the front suspension, (see separate sheet for techni-—
cal details on this), change the fuel tank go that the flller
neck is centered and drop the body on the chassis. Paint
the body before installation.

The chassis will fit without cutting. No welding or
manipulation is needed. With the body on the chassis, replace
the 36 chassis bolts. Install the wiring. Remove headlights and
taillights from the metal body and fit them into the body.

Connect the wiring. Install the instruments and seats.
That is all there is to it. In factory tests the procedure takes

less than 20 hours.



PRICES AND SHIPPING:

The Alken D-2 Fiberglass body comprises body shell with
integral instrument panel and instrument hood, door posts and
sills, drip channels, fender rolls, headlight flanges and bumpers.
The following parts are bonded to the shell: Front and rear
wheel well panels (4), splash panels (8), gas tank, spare tire
and battery tray, front cockpit liner, cockpit liners with access
panels (2), engine compartment panel, storage compartment floor
panel, and heater duct outlets (2). The body also includes wind-
shield frame with securing bolts in place (designed to accept
British Ford Consul or Zephyr 1952 thru 55 glass, rubber and
chrome), 2 doors (inner door and outer skin — not assembled), and
front and rear decklids.

Price, fob Venice, including Federal Excise Tax and
crating . . . . . . . .+« « < . . . . o . . . . . 81,295.00

At buyer's request the body can be supplied with doors
assembled and hung, and decklids hinged and mounted. (Hardware
includes 4 Chevrolet dogleg hinges, 2 Ford rotary latches and

striker plates, hinges, pins and locks.) for . . . .$ 100.00

Optional Accessories available:

Fiberglass buckets with specially designed polyurethane seat
and squab cushions (not upholstered), seat support box and hinge,
designed to mount direct to V-W seat rails using V-W adjustment
rod (when ordering seat support box, specify year of chassis).

Price — $65.50 per pair.
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Removable hardtop with wrap—around rear window

estimated. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8195.00
Plexiglass sidescreens — per pair — estimated . . $ 45.00

Doors with wind-up windows per pair as original

equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 4« e« < . . . . .8 095.00
Lock-up storage compartment according to size . . $ 25.00 up
Cross seat for third passenger. . . . . . . . . . $ 45.00
SUSPENSION:

The Alken body 300 pounds lighter than standard metal
bodies. Because of this difference in weights it is necessary to
lower the standard V-W suspension, front and rear, to allow the
body to sit at proper height.

The rear suspension is lowered by turning the torsion bar
at the wheel. Remove the torsion bar housing and cap screws.
Remove enough of the bar to allow it to move on the spline. Move
the bar to zero camber (this should be done with the body on the
car and with proper weight say two passengers in the car)

Replace the bars and re—assemble the torsion housing.

The front suspension is lowered by cutting the torsion tube
and turning the central portion 21 degrees or 1/2 inch. The
photographs enclosed show how this is accomplished .. to remove
the tube: the wheels, backing plates and spindles should be
first removed as a unit, leaving only the trailing arms.

Remove the torsion tube from the ear as a unit. Remove

the upper torsion bars from the tube. At points 1-1/2 inch on
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each side of the central locking nut (which holds the bar) make
two scribed lines; one to mark the distance around the bar, the
other across the first line for reference. Cut the tube on the
first line. Rotate the scribed line on the central portion of
the tube - part having the locking nut in it 1/2 inch or 21
degrees. Reweld the tube and reassemble. Relocate the jacking

point. The car will be lowered properly for the D-2 body.



FROM PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE
ALKEN CORPORATION
2100 ZENO PLACE
VENICE, CALIFCRNIA
EXbrook 6—6993
PICTURE INFORMATION - ALKEN D-2
(1) Front view of the body: There is room under the locked

hood for a conventional V-W gas tank, battery, spare tire and

luggage the body designed by Bill Pierson, Los Angeles

industrial designer. Head lights are stock V-W units.




(2) Side view: The sculptured lines of the D-2 flow from the
swept rear fins to the sculptured front fenders in an easy

rhythmic pattern.




Rear view: The body has been designed to make full use of
stock V-W components, to reduce costs and retain V-W identity.
In the rear, V-W tail lights mount, without change, to the
body. The body—mounted bumpers, front and rear, have heavy

duty laminate to assure full protection.




(4) Sandra, well known Los Angeles fashion model is shown with the
Alken D-2. Sandra is wearing an exclusive afternoon coat dress
designed by internationally famous designer Germaine Galzin.
The dress was inspired by the D—-2. Miss Glazin's gowns are

featured at such shops ae Nieman-Marcus and I. Magnin.




Picture captions - page 2

(5) Hard top: The D-2 is available with a custom designed remov-
able hard top. The top features a wrap-around, full vision
rear window, with weather and protection. It is light

weight and easily removed.




(6) The roomy, modern cockpit combines luxury with comfort. It
has full wind and weather protection. There is room behind
the seats for luggage or extra passengers. Instrumentation

is stock V-W, another planned Alken feature to reduce the

change over costs.




(7) Comfortable, custom seats are available for the D—2. They

are of the bucket type with a special foam plastic over a

strong fiberglass liner.




Underneath the Alken body is the true economy champion,
the German Volkswagen. Nothing has been changed but the
styling and handling. The Alken fits the chassis without

alteration to wheel base or tread width. The Important

changes: The D-2 is lower, lovelier and lighter.




Picture captions — page 3

(9)

An important exclusive feature of the body is the network

of 16 inner bulkheads. Made of light weight fiberglass, they

make the body strong, long lasting, without adding cumbersome
weight. The Alken is stronger than many metal sedans, yet is

300 pounds lighter than the stock-bodied Volkswagen. This

has been certified by comparison tests at public scales.




(10) The Alken D-2 is produced by hand lay up from fiberglass
molds, the modern method for plastic production. The body
shell is formed in two sections, placed on the production

line, joined and fitted with the inner bulkheads before ship—

ping.




(11) The Alken D-2 is a well planned, carefully constructed replace-
ment body designed to fit only the Volkswagen chassis. This
drawing illustrates the details of the body from the integral

inner bulkheads systems to the doors and windows.

(12) The Alken body is easy to install. It fits this chassis

without alteration to either the chassis or the D-2 body.
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IMMEDIATE
NEWEST IDEA FOR VOLKSWAGEN
ALKEN D-2: "BOLT-ON" SPORTS CAR

Although storm warnings are up throughout the American
automotive scene, there is one segment of the car business boom-
ing bigger than ever: exclusively designed to “bolt—on” car bodies
designed to replace the stamped out versions of big manufacturers.

The bolt—on or replacement car body, generally built from
durable, accident resisting reinforced fiberglass plastic, is
the newest part of the car business. Less than six years old,
the idea has caught on in Europe and the U.S. and the industry
is reaching major proportions.

In most ways, the replacement business differs from
Detroit's traditional concepts. Builders do not create complete
cars. Instead, the replacement body more closely resembles the
earlier custom car body trends of the early twenties. Replace—
ment builders do not construct entire cars, but instead create
body designs which will adapt to the chassis and engine combln-
ations built by the world's major automotive companies.

This month a new U.S. form entered the field. The company:
The Alken Corporation of Venice, California. Their entry: the

Alken D-2 sports car body built exclusively for the Volkswagen

chassis.
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In a field too new for standards, the Alken D-2 may set
the mark others must shoot for. In many ways the D-2 is not only
impressive, but unique. Alken is the only U.S. firm to build
a body for one chassis, in this case the popular German Volks—
wagen, instead of a body adaptable to many and fitted to none.

Unlike most replacement bodies which are marketed as
hollow body shells and require long hours of specialized construc—
tion plus hundreds of dollars in hidden costs for interior frames
and general chassis chopping, the Alken D-2 is sold assembled
and ready for installation.

The comfortable convertible body is shipped with remove-
able hard top, roll-up windows, factory fitted heaters, wind—
shield, luggage lockers and custom bucket seats. Because it is
designed exclusively for the V-W chassis, there are fewer
alterations, although as with any replacement body, some are
necessary.

To install the Alken D—2, V-W front and rear suspension
must be lowered and jacking points relocated because the D-2
body is 300 pounds lighter than the conventional metal V-W sedan
body. The steering column must be pivoted downward, but not
altered, because body lines are lower on the D—2. The V-W fuel
tank must be modified by centering the filler opening. These
are the only modifications: unlike other models, there is no
internal framing. No chassis outriggers or supports required.

Another factor in favor of Alken's success is the decreased

curb weight of the assembled car. In unofficial tests the lighter
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(by 300 pounds) D-2 out—performed the factory sedan with better
handling, more acceleration and increased fuel economy.

The styling of the body is also favorable. Modern,
with the currently popular sculptured look of both European and
American designs, it copies neither school. The body lines are
low and long and inside the cockpit is a roominess not associated
with small European cars. There is room behind the special seats
for a one passenger jump seat or weekend luggage for two.

Alken engineers have kept the problems of body installation
and change—over in mind as they designed the D—2. No extra parts —
with the exception of the windshield glass which is built from
'51 to '55 Ford Consul or Zephyr glass - are required. All V-W
components such as headlights, tall lights and speedometer fit
to the Alken body. Equipment, chassis mounted, such as brakes,
clutch and hand brake are not touched. This gives the D-2 a
distinctive V-W look which enhances the "equal to any U.S. car"
value.

Structurally, the D-2 is well designed. Beneath the
rigidly—laminated body shell is a honeycomb of longitudinal and
latitudinal bulkheads to strengthen the body and improve its bolt—
on union with the chassis. These are mounted to the body at
the factory, eliminating anything more than a simple bolt-on
project for the buyer. The elimination of inner frame modifica—
tion makes the body so simple it can be installed at home in a
few hours.

The body, which had its world premiere at the First Canadian
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Sports, Boat and Vacations Show in Trail, British Columbia
recently, sells for $1,295. Public acceptance in Canada, may
or may not be comparable to U.S. interest, but it has given

credence to Alken's hopes for the D-2.
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IMEDIATE
FIBERGLASS CARS NOW IMPORTANT

PART OF U. S. AUTO MARKET

Truly inexpensive sports cars might never have been pro-
duced had not the introduction of reinforced plastic made the
replacement “bolt—on" car body possible. Early custom bodied cars
were more costly than exclusive: the average price $20,000.

Today, thanks to plastics and the newest automotive industry
in the U.S., anyone may own a customized low production sports
car for less than $1500. First in the field were U.S. producers
of racing car bodies, builders of super light weight body shells
with few of the comforts of Detroit—produced machines. It has
only been in recent months that comfort has entered the replacement
car body field.

Unlike the hand—crafted cars of the twenties, the latest
post war custom bodies are a blend, and that is part of their
growing charm. The bodies are not one-of-a-kind customs. They
are built on production lines with quotas of four to six a week,
designed to be mounted on Detroit or European—made chassis,
powered by the latest engines developed by major automotive
builders.

In the six years since the industry began, it has grown

into a good-sized business. Builders must choose the chassis
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and engine such auto bodies will fit with care, making absolutely
certain that public acceptance for the chassis and engine is high.
Generally, builders solve this problem by building a 'universal
body' which adapt to a variety of chassis lengths. The

styling of these bodies and the quality of these bolt—ons must

be either several cuts above average or competitively engineered
to appeal to the buyers who put price first. For the most part,
price has sold the plastic bolt—ons.

This month a new U.S. builder entered the field with a
new concept for plastic replacement bodies: full highway comfort.
Instead of producing a light weight body suited only for all out
racing competition, the latest entry is a comfortable convertible
with all of the luxuries of the finest cars in Europe or the U.S.
The car, the Alken D—2, produced by the Alken Corporation
of Venice, California exclusively for the German Volkswagen
chassis, features roll—up windows, removeable hard top, spacious
luggage lockers, custom bucket seats and a rear passenger jump
seat.

The body had been designed for one only: the Volks—
wagen. Chassis modification, bugaboo of all other U.S. produced
bodies, was mimimized.

Inside the body is a series of 16 transverse and length-
wise bulkheads which honey—comb the inner body areas to stiffen
the body. In testing the body was found to be stronger than the
factory body. These bulkheads fit the V-W chassis and the body
mounts to chassis with the original 32 bolts.

The styling of the Alken D—2 is favorable. Modern, with
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the popular sculptured feel of European cars it is a blend of
U.S. and European styling, yet copies neither. The body lines
are low, and inside the cockpit is a roominess not normally
associated with European cars. There are two specially designed
bucket seats up front for passengers and room behind these seats
for a jump seat or a weekend supply of luggage.

Alken builders have kept the problems of the car to a mini-
mum. Change-over is easy. No extra parts are needed, with the
exception of the windshield — which uses glass from to 51 to ‘56
Ford Council. The Alken windshield posts are designed to accept
the Council glass without any alterations. In other areas, stock
V-W parts fit directly to the body without change. For example,
the stock headlights mount in the D-2 nacelles as simply as
changing a light bulb. The tail lights are stock V-W and bolt
in exactly as they do on factory models. Chassis units, such as
brake and clutch pedals, hand brake and even the heater control,
are not changed.

In recent tests unexperienced auto enthusiasts installed
an Alken on a V-W chassis in 11 hours; the total time from
start of the removal of the metal body to the final wiring of
the D-2 was 19 hours and 5 minutes. Truly then, Alken D-2 seems
to be a weekend sports car.

The body had its world premiere recently at the First Cana-
dian Sports, Boat and Vacations show. Public acceptance in Canada
seemed excellent and Alken's builders now hope for good response
in the U.S. Plans call for the establishment of European
builders under either a contract or lease agreement and within a
year Alken owners expect to produce the body in Europe and South

America.
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NEW VOLKSWAGEN SPORTS CAR BODY

SLATED FOR U.S. INTRODUCTION

JULY 28 AFTER SUCCESSFUL TESTS
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA . . . A new and dramatically differ-
ent Volkswagen sports car body will be introduced in the United
States July 28th, It was announced here today by Alan White,
president of the Alken Corporation, builders of the Alken D-2
Volkswagen replacement body.

The announcement came at the conclusion of successful tests
conducted at the International Raceway in Riverside, California
last weekend. The Riverside tests were the final step prior to
full scale production and concluded a year long testing program
designed to prove the Alken before public introduction. At
Riverside, engineers concentrated on testing the Alken D-2's
exclusive inner network of 16 rigid bulkheads under the rugged
pressure of competition driving.

"The Alken D-2 is a full comfort convertible sports car body,
and not a sports car," White said, "but under road racing condi-
tions we were able to accelerate our testing program immeasurably.

The is 300 pounds lighter than conventional metal Volkswagen
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bodies. This gives the D-2 Volkswagen more acceleration and fuel
economy and better handling than heavier models. These were
important factors in the D-2's amazing exhibition at Riverside.”

At the International Raceway, amid a large field of custom-
built race cars, the D-2 circled the 3.127 mile course In 3.09
minutes only seconds behind winner Jack MacAfee at the helm of
a costly, professional racing car.

The Alken is the only U. S. produced sports car body
built exclusively for the Volkswagen. It retails at $1295 complete
and may be fitted to any model Volkswagen in a few hours. It will
be offered to U.S. buyers through a network of special custom
sports car shops as well as selected Volkswagen dealers. Before
the car reaches dealers’ showrooms it will tour the country.

-0-



PICTURES:
Enclosed are two photos made during the final testing at
Riverside International Raceway. One picture shows the car

at the starting line. The other shows the car flashing across

the finish line.




This was found on-line as a record of the race the Alken was in.

Racing Sports Cars

RSC Home > Cars > Alken > D2 > Archive

(settings) | Login ﬂ

Complete Archive of Alken D2

Riverside [FM+GM+HM]

Photo Not Available

Alken D2 - vw

(contribution appreciated)

Driven by: Bill Friedauer (USA)

Result: 145
Grid!:

29.6.1958

Sponsors: unknown

| Colours: unknown

| Tyres: unknown

photo Gall ‘General figures:
AR Ca By i Data covers years:
. Number of events:
Full Archive
o Total entries:

Achievements:
Wins:

Second place finishes:
Third place finishes:
Best result (count):

Notes of interest:
Most frequent drivers:
Most frequent tracks:
Most frequent countries:

1958
=1l

1 (contains 1 finish and 0 retirement, finishing ratio: 100%)
no photos available

0
0
0

14th (1x)

Additional class wins

Top 3 finishes

Races finished on podium
Pale positions

Bill Friedauer (1)

Riverside (1)

USA (1)

oo oo

Racing Sports Cars

Event:

Track: Riverside International Raceway (United States), 5.271 kms

Pacific Coast Championship (round 9)

Riverside [FM+GM+HM]

Date: 29.6.1958

Organiser: California Sports Car Club

1 | walker Edmiston Crosley Crosley
8 | Dusty Miller Maserati 1508 Maserati FM

24 | Ed Barker Moretti HM

25 | Jim Chaffee MG Special MG

40 | John Davis Porsche 550 Porsche FM

44 | Frank Monise Lotus Eleven Climax GM

46 | Jim Starbuck Moretti HM

50 | Ken Miles Porsche 550 RS Porsche FM

66 | Bill Molle Fairchild Special Panhard HM

73 | Perry Peron Abarth Zagato HM

83 | William de Creeft Wilment

88 | Jack McAfee Porsche 550 RS Porsche FM

S0 | Bill Friedauer Alken D2 vw FM
102 | Jack Nethercutt Lotus Climax GM
104 | Bill Wheeler D.B. Panhard GM
114 | Chuck Schroeder Lotus Eleven Climax GM
119 | Robert Plass Osca MT4 Osca FM
131 | Jim Parkinson Ferry 750 Sport Renault
136 | John Biehl Cooper Climax GM
152 | Bill Evans Lotus Fiat HM
160 | Chuck Daigh Cooper FM
196 | Harold Dean Panhard Special Panhard GM
221 | John McLaughlin Cooper FII




Time Line and Notes:

Dr. Allan White was President of the Alken Corp

John McNamara was the engineer at the Alken Corp

2100 Zeno Place, Venice, CA was the address of the Alken factory

William F. Pierson, designed the body and filed the patent

John A Wills, famous with fiberglass at the time, designed the construction and molds
Ray Beggs buys an Alken in 1958 and it is used for the Brochure

Bill Friedauer races an Alken at Riverside on June 29, 1958 for promotional reasons
Bob D'Olivo takes B&W photos for Motor Trend in 1958

Wayne Thoms is sitting in the Alken and was the editor for the Motor Trend article
Los Angeles 31st Pomona fair Sep 12-28, 1958 - Alken is shown to the public

Nov 58 R&T my Alken is used for the pictures, red at the time - B&W photos included

White and McNamara used my Alken for photos and promotions and then sold it to
NicLSilver as one of their two Alken electric test mules, the Pioneer Electric

George Lippincott bought two Alkens to help start his electric car business at NicLSilver
NicLSilver wanted their own line of cars so they got with Kurtis and Victress to make
the chassis and body (both top notch groups at the time). There were 3 electric cars
sold as a lot from NicLSilver/FDI so it is likely this "Pioneer Electric" still exists.

Frank Kurtis was responsible for the chassis & Victress was responsible for the body
Merrill Powell was at Victress who designed the Pioneer Electric, I talked with him too!
Bill Quirk - at Victress supplied additional Pioneer Electric car photos

Victress Mfg. 11823 Sherman Way, North Hollywood, CA

Los Angeles 32nd Pomona fair Sep 18-Oct 4, 1959 - Pioneer Electric is shown

NicLSilver sells out to FDI in about 1966

FDI sells the electric cars from storage in 1978 - later we buy one of these cars



B&W Photos from Getty Images R&T and Motor Trend Photo Shoot - these are all of our
restored 1958 Alken D2.
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Because of its extreme lowness, the Alken body will seldom be seen from this angle.

ALKEN-VW

ROAD TEST

s EVERAL YEARS AGO we expressed the thought that Volks-
wagen should offer an open two-seater roadster for
the American market. The new Ghia-Karmann convertible
is of course a close approach, though expensive. We also
said that VW might be astonished by the size of the
untapped market for such a semi sports—type body. Now
we have proof. for the Alken firm, of Venice, Calif., has
received over 4000 dealer inquiries and over 40.000 re-
quests for more information on its new roadster body.
Forty thousand inquiries doesn’t mean that many sales,
but it certainly shows tremendous interest. Accordingly, we
elected to give one of these cars a complete road test. even
though we have tested over a dozen VW’s in various forms.
The Alken version accelerates to the various standard
speeds much quicker than a standard sedan or Ghia-
Karmann coupe. as would be expected, for the Alken body
weighs very nearly 200 pounds less than a stock sedan. The
car was tested with top up, our usual procedure, and with
no top, which is not usual. The open cockpit tends to reduce
the performance figures slightly, particularly in the upper
speed ranges. However, the Tapley meter drag figures show

The long tail gives plenty of room around the engine.

PHOTOGRAPHY POOLE

that the air resistance factor is virtually identical to that
of the sedan. This is reflected in the timed top speed: at a
fraction over 70 miles per hour. it is identical to that of
a VW sedan. Comparative figures look like this:

ALKEN SEDAN

Timed top speed 70.8 70.2
Acceleration

0-30 mph 5.8 6.9

0-40 mph 9.8 11.9

0-50 mph 14.8 18.0

0-60 mph 22.3 28.0

0-70 mph 45.0 66.0

ss 14 mile 21.8 23.2
Drag factor, 1b 97 100

Pulling power, or grade ability, is increased in all gears
by an average of just under 10 per cent, by virtue of the
11% saving in weight. Fuel economy as well as tire life
will also improve in nearly the same ratio. but 65-70 mph
cruising takes the same horsepower (drag factor is similar).

In other pertinent characteristics, the roadster’s and the
sedan’s performance are identical in every way. Ride,
steering, braking, etc.—all are the same. The lighter body

The plunging nose gives no room around the spare and tank.




Squared, finned rear suggests the VW components beneath.

under the spreading body
a sturdy Volkswagen stands

betters fore and aft weight distribution from 43/57 to
45/55. The roadster handles fractionally but noticeably
better, though oversteer is still there. But because of less
rear-end weight (with no rear seat), it becomes even more
feasible to decamber the rear wheels. About 2° negative
camber at the rear and a Ghia-Karmann anti-roll bar in
front should make the Alken roadster handle with near-
neutral steering—a tremendous advantage, in our opinion.
As for technicalities, the Alken body is without a doubt the
best-engineered piece of fiberglass we have ever seen. It
should be: it took a year to develop it, plus a six-figure
investment before a single body could be sold. The net
result is a price which does not appear cheap in comparison
to the various racing shells offered for specials. but the
results are well worth while. There are many extras:

Doors and deck lids hung $100, with hinges, etc.

Two specia s 66, not upholstered

Plexiglas: urtains 45, estimated

Doors with wind-up glass 95, with body

Cross seat for third passenger 45, useful too
Even without the options, buying an Alken is civilized, for

Interior trim shows mo rough corners or obvious errors.
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A hardtop, also in fiberglass,
was carefully shaped as a
complement to the body
rather than as an after-
thought. It will cost about $195.
Head room over the

optional rear seat, which
faces sideways, was adequate
in the prototype. The
squarish look of the car's
rear (page 31) grows
naturally from the front
design, which is more
successful (except for the hood-
ed lights) because fewer
elements had to be worked in.

ALKEN -VW continued

the “body complete” is ready to drop on a standard VW
chassis, and it includes at least a dozen clever, built-in
parts which are not usually supplied with shells. Among
those often overlooked bhits and pieces are:

Integral, hooded instrument panel
Door posts and sills

Drip channels and fender rolls
Headlight mounting flanges

Front and rear bumpers

Integral wheel wells and splash panels
Gas tank and battery mountings
Engine compartment panels

Integral interior panels and cockpit liners
Separate windshield frame (no glass)
Heater duct outlets

HO O N T N

—

The doors and deck lids use standard American car hinges
and latches. These must be purchased separately if you
hang the doors and deck lids yourself, but are included in
the $100 extra charge for having Alken do it. Doors with
wind-up glass windows cost $95 when ordered with the
body, but more than that if ordered separately or later.
The prototype of the removable hardtop was shown to us,
and its price includes a wrap-around rear window, as in
the photo.

When an all-steel VW hody is separated from its chassis,
one discovers a tubular, backbone-type frame with 32 body-
attaching bolts. The frame alone is moderately rigid, but
the body contributes quite a bit more to the overall torsional
rigidity. Alken has contrived its structure so that huge
fiberglass box sections (about 6 x 6 inches) act as body sills
along the underside of the usually weak section under the
doors (we are referring to an open body, with no roof

structure to act as a space frame). The multiple VW body-
mounting points serve admirably to tie fiberglass beams
and a steel backbone (with welded-on floor pan) into a
completely satisfactory structure. We drove the car for
three days over all types of surfaces, and no rattles or
shakes of any kind developed. The structure is, in fact,
considerably more rigid than most open sports cars, though
we believe it not quite so rigid as that of the stock VW
sedan.

Throughout the design, the results of a year’s develop-
ment are apparent. Unavoidably it was proven necessary
to perform a simple rework on the front suspension in
order to retain the stock static loaded height with less
weight. Full instructions for this and for relocating the VW
gas filler neck are supplied, of course. It is also necessary
to purchase and install a Ford Consul/Zephyr windshield
(1951 through 1955 model) in the frame supplied. All the
rest is easy. for stock VW components merely bolt in place
—even such items as seat adjusters, instruments, headlights
and tail lights. In a trial run, Alken demonstrated that
inexperienced help could remove a stock VW body and
install the roadster hody. complete including rewiring, in
19 hours.

As for the styling treatment. most people like it, once
they realize that the long tail effect was unavoidable on a
stock VW chassis. Frankly, we think the body has a lot of
character. It is the work of industrial designer Bill Pierson.
Also, we think the going price of a VW chassis ($500 to
8750, used) is going to suffer from a bit of inflation before
long.

ROAD & TRACK, NOVEMBER, 1958




United States Patent Office  Des. 184,889

Patented Apr. 14, 1959

184,889
ROADSTER CAR

William F. Pierson, Canoga Park, Calif., assignor to Alken
Corporation, Venice, Calif,, a corporatlon of Cali-

fornia

Application Septerﬁber 12, 1958, Serial No. 52,623
Term of patent 14 years

(Cl. D14—3)

Fig. 1 is a side view of a roadster -car, showing my
new &es:gn

Fig. 2 is a front perspective view thereof; and

" Fig. 3 is a rear perspective view thereof.

The dominant features of my deslgn reside in the
portions shown in full lines.

I claim:

The ornamental design for a roadster car, substantlal-
ly as shown and described.

References Cited in the file of this patent
UNITED STATES PATENTS

D. 176,277 Nallinger et al. ceee____ Dec. 6, 1955 -

OTHER REFERENCES

Motor.Trend, April 1957, p. 40, Darrin Mark Il DKW.
Motor Trend, May 1957, p. 49, Frua Convertible.
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ALKEN CORPORATION '
2100 Zeno Place :
VENICE, CALIFORNIA
EX 6-6993

RETAIL PRICE LIST #1

The Alken D-2 Fibreglass body comprises body shell
with integral instrument panel and instrument hood,
door posts and sills, drip channels, fender rolls,
headlight flanges and bumpers. The following parts
are bonded to the shell: Front and rear wheel well
panels (4), splash panels (8), gas tank, spare tire and
battery tray, front cockpit liner, cockpit liners with
access panels (2), engine compartment panel, storage
compartment floor panel, and heater duct outlets (2).
. The body also includes windshield frame with secur-
' ing bolts in place (designed to accept British Ford
Consul or Zephyr 1952 thru 55 glass, rubber and
chrome), 2 doors (inner door and outer skin — not
assembled), and front and rear decklids.

LOLLPOEND) Ty
il TE

?'—‘f!!""

Price, fob Venice,
including Federal Excise Tax and crating....$1,295.00

At buyers request the body can be supplied with
doors assembled and hung, and decklids hinged and
mounted.

Hardware includes 4 Chevrolet dogleg hinges, 2 Ford
rotary latches and striker plates, hinges, pins and

OV

> >» S

22> 23 locks.

-z = Extra cost $100.00

- m -0

. %ﬁ -—4.() Optional Accessories available:
A St Fibreglass buckets with specially designed polyure-
; ;'_ thane seat and squab cushions (not upholstered), >
zmr seat support bo.x and hinge, designed to mount direct
e to VW seat rails using VW adjustment rod (when
< ; ; ordering seat support box specify year of VW chassis). W

g Price $65.50 per pair =

Optional Accessories shortly to be available:
Removable.hardtop with wrap-around
rear window—estimated ... $195.00
Plexiglass sidescreens . .
per pair—estimated
Paltestimated B 45.
Doors with wind-up windows U

per pair as original equipment.. 9

Lock-up storage compartment VA 3
according to size..........__ $ 25.00

Cross seat for third passenger... ... . $ 45.00 3

Mi ;
inor damage can be easily repaired but, in the event

of extensive dama
. ge, we
quired to effect repairs. can supply any part re-

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE
WITHOUT NOTICE,

TR RRBIR W
‘:"ff::l:,‘.“l“‘i‘.:l.lf‘(';”.



YOU'VE NEVER

IMPORTANT NEW FEATURES

Alken is lower and 300 pounds light-
er than closed model V-W sedans.
Improved aerodynamics and de-
creased weight mean faster accel-
eration, more power, better fuel
economy. Compare these figures with
factory specifications.

Wheelbase. ........ 94V inches (stock)
T read e rieroe s = cis 50.8/49.2 inches (stock)
Curbwetght....... 1320 pounds

(more than 300 pounds less)
Overall length. ... .. 162 inches

Height,at door. .. .. 32V inches
Width, at cockpit. . .59 inches

From any comparison, the long, low,
modern Alken D-2 is a luxury design
for the small car champion of the
world. Bold and exciting, it is the
one styling that is in good taste any
time, any place.

9

SEEN
DRIVEN
OWNED

(The Quality Combination)

BEGGS MCTOR SALES
&

711 LincoLn
VENICE,
CALIF,

2

V.
==

3B LIKE IT!

SOME QUESTIONS ANSWERED
1. Does the V-W chassis have to be modified to take the
Alken D-2 body?

Because the D-2 is more than 300 pounds lighter, the sus-
pension, front and rear, must be lowered and the jacking
points re-located.

2. Are there any other modifications?

Only three. The steering column must be adjusted, the gas
tank modified and the carburetor air cleaner replaced by a
V-W Kombi air cleaner.

3. What facilities are required for installation?

The D-2 can be installed at home, by any body shop or
Alleen dealer. It is the easiest custom body to install.

4. How is the body shipped?

The body is finished in fiberglass primer coat, packaged in
a protective wood crate, and shipped by truck or rail.

5. Where can I buy the Alken D-27

From any Alken dealer, or if there is no dealer in your area,
direct from the factory.

The Alken D-2 is a product of
Alken Corporation
Research-Development
2100 Zeno Place

Venice, California




SEEN
YOU’VE NEVER |DRIVEN | ANYTH

OWNED

Alken spanned the Atlantic to combine
the automotive know-how of two conti-
nents into one superb sports car. For the
first time brilliant German engineering
has been successfully united with dra-
matic American styling. From any angle,
the long, low, modern lines of the Alken
D-2 Volkswagen are in good taste—and
the best company.

JING LIKE THIS!

Alken's distinctive design—with better visibility
and more storage—is lighter, longer, lower. Ex-
clusively styled for Volkswagen, AlkenD-2
makes Germany’s “car that is built like a sports
car” look and handle like a sports car.




The stock speedometer is mounted in an easily
visible position on the high-styled dash, with
room for radio controls and special VDO instru-
ments—if you want them.

The stock V-W tail lights mount to Alken in a
new, exciting manner.

Steering, brake and clutch pedals and the emer-
gency brake are untouched. Even the heater con-
trols remain in factory position.

Factory headlights fit the D-2 without tiresome,
prolonged conversion. Installation is as easy as
changing a light bulb.

Every inch of the D-2 is built to the
exacting specifications of factory-
made models. It proudly wears
Volkswagen identification. Alken’s
use of V-W headlights, tail lights,
instruments and controls means dis-
tinctive Volkswagen identity, easy
replacement and the lowest possible
change-over cost.
L]

SEEN
DRIVEN

YOU’'VE NEVER | OWNED

Exciting design is only part of the
Alken story. The body has been en-
gineered to meet the rugged demands
of sports car owners yet to provide
the fullest comfort of an American
convertible. A special system of 16
transverse and cross internal bulk-
heads make the Alken strong, as
strong as the factory sedans, yet
Alken engineers have made a body
that’s 300 pounds lighter than metal
versions. This means the Alken D-2
handles better, goes faster, lasts
longer and uses less gas.

Alken’s D-2 is the only completely
engineered Fiberglass sports car
body designed exclusively for the
Volkswagen. Because of this special-

L - B
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ization all body supports and stiff-
ners are tailor-made for the V-W
and molded into the body at the fac-
tory. There is nothing else to buy—
no special framing to engineer, no
last minute cutting or fitting. Alken
fits like a glove—is as easy to install
as speed equipment.

The precision-engineered system of
bulkheads makes the Alken D-2
long lived. The bulkheads resist
racking. There’s never a cracking or
alignment problem. The D-2 stays
showroom new: worth more when
you buy —or sell,

r————ecn

AVAILABLE EXTRAS

Alken is an all-weather sports car.

Your dealer can supply a variety of optional
equipment, in any combination.

Removable hardtop—
custom-made to fit the D-2.
Roll-up windows —

for the best protection against wind and rain.
Plexiglass side curtains —

weather protection plus roadster styling.
Custom bucket seats—

engineered to body contour, down soft.
Spacious luggage compartments —
between cockpit and engine.
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BATTERY COMPANY CaLN A P
P. O, BOX 1811 N o« (N F -
600 TERMINAL ST. SANTA ANA, CALIF.

MINERS AND PRODULCERS OF
LEAD AND SILVER
”Ic FACTORIES
MAIN OFFICE & HEADQUARTERS
ﬁ 600 TERMINAL STREET
P. D, BOX 1811

SANTA ANA, CALIF.

LA
BATTERY COMPANY ELann Sireal
SHERWOOD, ODREGON

December 28, 1959

R{ C. Lenz
Smoke Tree Ranch
Palm Springs, California

Dear Sir:

Thanks for your letter, and herewith sending you available information regarding
our electric cars,

In all fairness to you and the general public, | first should explain that we are
not yet into production of these cars, and until the steel strike is settled, it is

We first developed several different cars in an
of the electric car for the purpose which it was
Due to the limited operating range, it is not yet available for cross country

traveling. We were very greatly surprised and encouraged by the tremendous response

and interest shown in this car by people who want just a car for local driving, and
| feel sure that we will tap a large market.

attempt to prove the practicability
intended, that is, local driving.

At the present time, our prices are $1,995.00, however, | feel sure that in the
future, as soon as mass production facilities can be put in, we can reduce this

price considerably, as the cost now involved is due to too much hand labor and
not enough mass production methods,

We will advise you as soon as

possible regarding our progress,
much for your interest,

and thanks so very

Sincerely yours,

NIC-L-SILVER BATTERY ZOMPANY

L George Kippincott
President

Branches: Albuquerque, Bakersfield, Bellingham, El Centro, Eugene, Fresno, Los Angeles, Medford, Oakland,
Olympia, Pasco, Phoenix, Portland, Reno, Salinas, San Diego, San Francisco,
Seattle, Spokane, Stockton, Tacoma, Tucson, Yakima




HARDTOP CONVERTIBLE

NIC-L-SILVER ELECTRIC CAR

PIONEER MODELS
Wheel base: 95"

NIC-L-SILVER

Passengers: 3 =

Waight: 1800 Ibs,

e BATTERY COMPANY
it e e 606 TERMINAL, SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA
nny' 110 volt or 220 volt
outlet




Note the Alken body used in the brochure while they designed their own car




WHY THE “PIONEER'?

In recent years there
has been an increasing
need for a second car
which the average
family can afford. Rec-
ognizing this need, the
engineers of the Nic-L-
Silver Battery Com-
pany set to work to
design just such a car.
The basic require-
ments for the car were
that it be compact, low
in cost, economical to
operate, large enough
to do a utility job for
the average family, and fast enough to be
able to operate on modern highways.

The engineering work has been completed
and the results are embodied in the Nic-L-
Silver Car. The company which has grown
to be the largest independent manufacturer
of automobile batteries in the world is now
introducing a new concept in motoring—a
family utility car. Because the new Nic-L-
Silver Electric Car has created such interest,
many questions have been asked about it.
The most commonly asked questions, and
their answers, are listed here for your
information.

MAKERS OF THESE FAMOUS PRODUCTS

EL DORADO—12 Volt Battery

6 Volt Batteries 12 Volt Batteries

rmﬁ
@ e

SILVER
ALLOY
GRID

BATTERY COMPANY

Main Office and Factory
606 Terminal Street
Santa Ana, California

California Factory Branch Warehouses
Bakersfield—1309 Chester Ave.... FAirview 5-9707

Fresno—1650 “H™ Street. . o ADams 3-4261
Los Angeles—1060 Macy. ...CApitol 5-2247
Salinas—280 Market Street. ... . HArrison 2-3851
San Diego—3615 India Street _CYpress 8-1186
Pasadena—26 North Hill SYcamore 5-8061
Van Nuys—I15164 Oxnard. S Tate 2-5930

Long Beach—1605 W. Anaheim . HEmlock 2-0447
Oakland—597 Eighty-fifth Avenue . NEptune 8-8376




A picture of our Alken from the Lippincott family, note the logo they had at
the rear. Not long after this photo the Alkens would get placed in a
warehouse for almost 20 years.
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His Car Runs
on Batteries

By BOB GEIVET

SANTA ANA—A modern-day version of (he alectric
car is due to go inta production here April 8 as George
Lippincott's answer o the smog-producing prepensities of
gasoline-driven aptomohiles

“The battery manufzctorer and his son Dick devised a
{wo-seal ppen small car not wnlike in design some of the
hetter known foreign makes.

1t is powered with four specialty-built baticries,
eapable of ranging at least 120 miles al speeds up 1o 30
miles per hour.

* * *

BY THE TIME "a few bugs mre ironed out,” Lippin-
il watd, the ear e cabls the Pioneer will be powercd with
Ieavier batteries, capable of delivering more mileage, and
have a built-in recharger,

Lippineott designed his Ploneer as a second car for
the family. He claimed its operation cost is only an
eiphth of a cent a mile.

He said its tange of about 120 miles per charge of
batéeries would be satisfactory for day-to-day driving.
The batteries can be recharged while the car s parked
in the family garage overnight. he explained,

Parking Inote could recharge the car while Milady shops
the stores, he added, thuz keeping the power plint al
full capacily.

%* * *

CONTROLS OF his Fioneer, a shiny red job, are con-
ventional in that it hes the traditionai fool Chroale and
brake pedal. He zaid it handles much like any other car
=hut of eourae noiselessly. Iis body is of fiberglas, .

The four batteries put out 34 volts and (his output can
be stepped up to 46 volts at flick of a switeh—for mare
power on the highways.

Lippinentt has been a baitery manuiacturer hace for
25 years. His plant at §08 Terminal St will make the
batteries. Lippincow said they will be rented for 310 per

month and that the car eperation will be about 87 per
mdnth, It will sell for aboul $1,600, aceording Lo present
. pmducLlon plans.

NILAN 5/LVER .

BATTERY COMPAMNY

JUST CHARGE IT!

Smog-proof electric car
the younper Llppmcolt

designed by George Lippincott of Santa Ana and his son, Dick, is displayed by
It is powered with four specinl balleries.—(Stafl photo.}

Synagogue's
Mortgage
to Be Burned

The conpregation of Bath-
El Synagogue, 137 W, Ana-
heim S, will hold & mocl-
gage-burning eelcbration ai 4
pom. naxt Sumlay in the syna-
gogue building.

Among participants will bej
Rabhi M. Schyeartz of Temple
Beth Sholom, Rabbi W, Kael-

Morris Greenfield of Temple
Sinai and Dr. Harry 8, May.

The program will nclude

ter of Temple lsrasl, Cantor| %

OPEN 3 NIGHTS... Mondays, Thursdeys and Frnduys, 9:30 A M. to 1

6‘.-

ROEBUCK AND CO.

Just in

:mll



The final Pioneer Electric Design - maybe it still exists, notice the VW axle







Here the 2-Alkens and l-Pioneer electric are sold from a warehouse. FDI was
a parts supplier like Pep Boys and the went under. FDI purchase Nic-L-
Silver. Notice below says the sale of 3 electric vehicles.

You can see the two license number for the Alkens - SLX403 and 937DXK

We do not know who James Halvorsen is, he purchased the Alkens in 7/6/78
breaking them from a 18 year slumber in a warehouse.

INVOIGIE o R L
LS ANGELES, CA 90009

07-06-78
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Continuing to follow the Alken, Ray buys it from an Auto salvage company that
likely bought the cars from the FDI sale in 2/13/81. Ray holds onto the
Alken for 30 years before I buy it. The second Alken from Nic-L-Silver also
survives today. The Pioneer Electric likley never had a motor and drive
train so for it to survive would be a miracle.

It looks like Tony signed the bill of sale.
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Slim & Ken's Auto Salvage
American & Foreign Cars, Trucks & Vans

444-2503

12419 E. Valley Blvd., El Monte, CA
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This is the shipping document from California to Ohio when I purchased it
from Ray Bennett in 11/10/2012.

UNIFORM STRAIGHT BILL OF LADING - Original — Not Negotiable

= £ ORIGIN AND DELIVERY FORM Refer to
5 E Star Fleet No.
—_ — P. O. Box 186 * Howe, IN 46746
—— NG 1-888-702-0306 ¢ 260-562-2159 * Fax 260-562-9351
e

A Champion Company
RECEIVED SUBJECT TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS BILL OF LADING AND ALL TARIFFS IN EFFECT AT THE TIME OF SHIPMENT.
From ) AENN - Consignedto: 16 (F [, FPM. CHRY (PQ(b( S

c 1500 DARROW RIAD  Fymp

‘J‘. ‘ i, 3 - fAsoF
c/% /=042

he property described below, in apparent good order, except as noted (contents and condition of contents of packages unknown), marked, consigned, and destined as indicated below, which said company
(the word company being understood throughout this contract as meaning any person or corporation in possession of the property under the contract) agrees to carry to its usual place of delivery at said
destination, if on its own road or its own water line, otherwise to deliver to another carrier on the route to said destination. It is mutually agreed, as to each carrier of all or any of said property over all or any
portion of said route to destination, and to each party at any time interested in all or any of said property, that every service to be performed hereunder shall be sugject to all the conditions not prohibited by
law, whether printed or written, herein contained, which are hereby agreed to by the shipper and accepted for himself and his assigns.

Description of Vehicle and Exceptions:

q ' E Plates (J1 [J 2 [JVanity

Year, Make Color_£A ==X Odometer

& Model :ﬁ’ O VW 1.D. No. D el Doadn

Yes No_, Yes No Yes No Yes No Yes, No Gas Gauge 1131831 p
O & INFANT CAR SEAT 0 mapepiaver [ O ractory [ (27 Jack AND WRENCH {27 O paT FADED Reedingl__l=—0 4 2.2.8-4.2

0O D'}URM SYSTEM OMERE=s 0L D A7 SPARE TIRE 8 WHEEL ‘Ej jﬂ WINDSHIELD PITTED Yes No

0 2 outsioe MIRRORS O A cocHANGER v, New  useo O ¥ O 100 DIRTY FOR [J [J VEHICLES OPERABLE
O £ _mup Fuaps LOCATION ;,V(\l 1 fus caps PROPER INSPECTION OTHER
A7 _BATTERY SECURE O & _raoo [0, [ STYLED WHEELSWIRE ~ WEATHER /) ?

O [ geo uners O J& carPHONE [ [ ANTENNA CONDITIONS __ L/ W4

(]} CAMPER SHELL [0 [3 FLOOR MATS - FRONT & REAR ExHAUST sysTeM [JGoop (J RusTY

CONDITION OF INTERIOR AND OTHER COMMENTS:
AUTOMOBILES ARE DESIGNED FOR ROAD USE AND MAY ACQUIRE SMALL SCRATCHES, SCUFFS, DENTS OR ABRASIONS. STAR FLEET AS A CARRIER
CAN NOT BE LIABLE FOR MINOR DAMAGE OF THIS NATURE WHICH IS CONSIDERED TO BE THE RESULT OF NORMAL WEAR AND TEAR. THIS

INSPECTION REPRESENTS A GENERAL OVERALL CONDITION AND IS NOT ALL INCLUSIVE. 2
CODE IDENTIFICATION CHART I this shipment is 1o be delivered to the consignee
B - BENT C - cut G - GOUGED PC - PAINTCHIP  RU - RUSTED ST - STAINED without recourse on the consignor, the consignor
Br- BROKEN D - DENTED L - LOOSE P - PITTED S - SCRATCHED T - TORN “‘?L:@g;:fe‘f'mﬁﬂ Semens ey Yol is
Cr- CRACKED __F - FADED M - MISSING R__- RUBBED SL_- SOILED shipment without payment of freight and all other
lawful charges.

NO. OF KEYS RECEIVED:

REMOTE CONTROL FOR ALARM: [J YES [J NO

Signature of Consignor

If charges are to be prepaid, write or stamp here,
“To be Prepaid."

IF/_) V4 ['/// 77 BAT 770

IRogvad e e
to apply in prepayment of the charges on the
property described hereon

Agent or Cashier
"ﬁ Per
\~ (The signature here acknowledges on the amount
CHECK PAN preve)
UNDER REAR BUMPER Charges Advanced

s

NOTE: STAR FLEET WILL NOT BE RESPONSIBLE FOR PERSONAL ITEMS IN VEHICLE. forowevenaroesmamon |

+ STAR FLEET DOES NOT GUARANTEE DELIVERY ON ANY PARTICULAR SCHEDULE. THIS AND OTHER ITEMS OF THE

CONTRACT OF CARRIAGE ARE GOVERNED BY THE UNIFORM STRAIGHT BILL OF LADING HEREIN.

« EXCEPTIONS MUST BE NOTED AT TIME OF DELIVERY.

. Eoss. SHORTAGE OR DAMAGES NOT NOTED WILL NOT BE HONORED. NOTE EXCEPTIONS HERE:

«+ ALL CLAIMS MUST BE SUBMITTED IN WRITING WITHIN 90 DAYS FROM DATE

OF DELIVERY.
CONTRACTOR, CARRIER OR STAR FLEET REPRESENTATIVE DATE

DATE

I =0k

CONTRACTOR, CARRIER OR STAR FLEET REPRESENTATIVE
AT -~ -
(SIGNATURE) DESTI-
OWNER OR AUTHORIZED AGENT | GUARANTEE TO PAY ALL [YTY 0] Y] OWNER OR AUTHORIZED AGENT, | HEREBY CERTIFY | AM AUTHORIZED TO SIGN

TATION CHARGES SHOULD MY AGENT FAIL TO 00 SO FOR ACCEPTANCE OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE AND MAKE NO CLAIMS FOR REPAIRS OR
Jro e Sues MISSING PARTS UNLES NOTED EXCEPTIONS MUST BE TAKEN AT DELIVERY

GL /_\ ey
(SIGNATURE) )Z/ XA

"1-10-121




60 Years after the R&T article the Alken is seen again in Volksworld Nov 2018
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L1958 ALKEND-2

ALKENLY 2
BEAUTIEUL

Venice, California; roller skating capital, Mecca fop.:
scle bound exhibitionists and the birthplace

of one of the prelliest "W-based fibreglass Beetle

body.conversions ever. Meet the Alken.D>

Words lan Cushway Photos

WaE b

I 1958 ALKEN D-2

“Weighing 200lb less
than a Beetle,
inevitably it was
quicker”

ack in the mid- 19505 there was
a huge appetite for open topped
two-seaters, especially in the
States. The Amerivans smply
couldn’t get enough of them, And
it was something that didn't go
annoticed by Volkswagen, which
is why Ghin's Luigi Segre hurriedly penned s design
fior coachbuilders Karmann to make anew, sportier
crsion of the Beetle in 1955, The thing s, the Karmann
Ghia wats a bit too heavy 1o be particularly ‘sporty’, and
itwas also precy expensive.

That left & winclow of opportunity which small
companies specialising in fibeglass bodies, able to be
holted atap a Bug florpan, were guick 10 exploit.

One such company was California-based Alken
with its spectacularly beautitul D-2, designed by Bill
Pierson, an example of which you van see here.

Weighing 200lb less than a Beetle, inevitably it was
quicker — but more than that, it was also lovely to look
atwithits plunging 911-esque front end and square,
scalpel sharp finned rump.

was supplied ready & efi el in lave

and included an
integral bonded-in instrument panel, conventional
duur posts, front and rear bumpers, arch Tiners, and
even ducts for a heating system. Buyers were provided
with the necessary windscreen surround bur needed
L s6o i) 5 Ford Consul/Zephyr windscreen
o go in it. Tarsional rigidity was courtesy af 16 huge

with the idea of
one day owning
an Alken thiee
decates aga.
Since then he's
betome an Alten
aficonads

fibreglass aitcrafi-style box sections which firted
integrally within the body. [t worked well, abviausly,
with Road & Track magazine noting that it was
“cnnsiderably mure rigid than most open sports cars
with no rattles or shakes,” when they drove it for three

days over a variety of road surfaces for a roadtest that  belonging te Jeff Lipichan, which, being Porsche-
appearcd in its November 1958 issuc. ‘penvered, fits that profile perfect]

items like the seats, instruments and lighting simply ~ Jeff, from Seranton in Pennsylvania, fell in Jove with
bolted straight 0. Tn fact, so easy was the installation — the idea of buying an Alken when he spotted a picture
that Alken reckoned that even the inexperienced could — in a VW book. “I guess about 30 years ago ar more, 1
remove the stock VW 'shell and install the roadster was thumbing through 4 copy of Dan Bosts Nine Live
bady, complete with all the necessary rewiring, in 19 Later when | spotted the car, became hooked, and

hours. There en & spot on the fabric hood where  decided [ had to have one,” he explalned,
the Wolfsburg crest could be located. “In Dan's bouk, il says there might have been 50
And it wasn't just Road & Track who thouy madle, but | put the figure at a couple of dozen, so
“the best engineered fibreglass body" 1 sex Thnew I'would have a bit of a scarch on my hands
Motor Trend paid it the ultimate compliment ‘»l’\en I( finding one for sale,” he says,
said it “Feels more like a Porsche than a Volkswi After discovering Jots of articles on the car, he setabout
(m\:mu the four Alker mmlﬂu wed, whit wl yellow car)
o seen frear le dicn't knosw what they
Rare survivor were," he explains, “but when 1 starled asking questions,
Normally, underneath that svelte fibreglass body you Twas told about a red one in upper California. Tealled the > jeff made
would find stack VW uniderpinaings which, according  ownier, abd asked him o keep a note of my details shovld. — special mounts for
(e Road & Track, provided the Alken with an im proved ‘he ever want to sell it. About five years later, when hiswife  those fibreglass

et perect v Final s o a put the gleiming
siied by och

fore and aft weight distiibution, as well as noticeably  passed, he started to sell shull ancl | hought {he Alken. 356 bucket eals
better handling. But, given the period, and tse usual *I's @ pretty rare car,” confirms Jeff, "In fact, befose cavering
quest for more power, its unlikely many of those itsonly one of four remaining bodies. In 1458, them in leather,

e alsa made the
fameay cover

eager speed-hungry owners kept things 1o factory, the kit was actually as pricey as the KG, which
Which brings us ncatly (o the ‘58 Alken you see here is probably why It never caught on,

mse N




I 1958 ALKEN D-2

1958 ALKEND-2 I

7 Lots of the unning gear s from 2 1958
Forsene 356, incuding the 610N engine

(BoDY
10 A Bt o o e
oorpan; painted Porsche Azure Blue;
Eakgl\le turn signal relay converted to
12v;original 198 Ohiolicence piates;
ail ights from 1948 Chevy; number
plate fights from 's8 Ford Country
Sauire

ENGINE

1958 Porsche 3564 1600N; Zenith
3INDIX carbs, Kneeht round wire

mesh air filters; Bosch biue coil 12w
Porsche g1z generator; Harley-Davidson
exhaust tailpipes trimmed to fit stock
system

TRANSMISSION

1958 3364 transmission with modified

“People didn’t know
what they were”

INTERIOR
356 fibreglass bucket seats and door
panels trimmed in Texas cowhide;
square weave carpet; Haartz stayfast
€anvas tonneau cover; 356 barjo
4 356 lgnition

Sren e tom st hii ke gt
facla; 5t Christapher shift knobs Alken
D-2 seript lettering bomber style
seatbelts;'s8 Ghia dome light under
dash; door puls fiom 19505 Shoebox
Ford; door hinges from 57 Chevy; daar
latches from 's7T-8ird; frontand rear
hood Iatches from 356 rear deck id
| SUSPENSION
| Stock chassis lowered a few notches at

the rear with Avis front beam adjustars;
1358 Karmann Ghia Pitman arm and
anti-roll bar; Empl shocks
BRAKES
1958 aluminium 3564 drum brakes
WHEELS

Dlggmg the details

fel’s managed to discover an enormeus ameunt about
the car' history - as well as make contact with other
Alken owners lmm the past. Not only Lxat, but hes
done most ¢ ¢ restoration work himsell As he puts
1 v i cnginceri rees and just
Towee the mechanical aspeess of old cars,

Said Jeff: "When | got il e "57 chassis was still with il
Alefiwassent and the car had never been repainted. The grey in the
this image of his car pictures is where the oviginal red paint had worn
from a descendent of AIH' lhn et this, he reckons it was indeed his car that
the company, Nie L appeared in that 1958 Road & ”ni(‘kamcle mentioned
Silver, that converted  earfier. “It's the dark coloured ear: s bulle by the: “[ picked up a Bradley GT from a VW friend which
s dcicpmit. Al Gorparation are Bt edetiwr uta wht oy had been modified to run Porsehc running gear. The
batkin 1958 wanted with shaved door handles, tonneau cover, door  previous owner had bought a 1958 356 new, then,

1 iberns - all of which when it had become Lon rusty in e early '70s, moved
all the parts over. It was ideal because it as the 356
brakes, transnussion and 1600N engine, and while
ampm Tl ity o 1 hated the idew of pulling apart the Bradley, all the
the Nic-| smzbwen-mmramm parts were period correct for the Alken build. It was
all the original clectries \\'Emsm;)pcdnumnd alat rear all fitted up to a 58 flacrpan that had new pan halves

Stock Porsche 356 steel wheels (3 sag)
Geodrich BF tyres (5. sox1s) Empi logo
hubcaps

Height of the moment
Befare trial fitting the body, Jefl tuuk his ime getting

Ihe intetior provided the next challenge, Alken made
their own custom fibreglass bucket seats, but these

axde was installed so the chas

Wheeladaptors had been custom madk

at the rear o allow them to balt up 1o the Fiat dise brakes.”

Apparently, the car subsequently sat abandoned in
the Nic-L:Silver warehouse when the company went
bust in 1978 at which point it was sold for scrap.

Donor card
Meedless 10 sa
wasina pre

chassis and running

Taving becn modified,
wasnit usable, The fromt asle was changed at s
too, when it was converted to balljeints and disc brakes.

having stood so fang. the vehicle
1ty sorry state, Butwith the body mostly
iniact,fo el e s piority would be o sor outthe

and framehead fitted,

The body was sent oft for soda blasting, and while
this was being done, Jeff got busy finding various
other parts. He sent away a speedometer fram his

57 Ghia to North Hollywood Speedometer, wha
also eut and lengthened the *57 wiper mechanism
s it would fit under the dash. The original speedi

in there was a Stewart-Warner ‘survey speedometer’

ceurate up W 14100 of a mile. 1t was
obwiously fitted when if was running on electricity
so every Inch was crucial.

Eager fo check the health of the enging, he rebullt the
carbs and fuel pump and got it nnning, having “done
same stull” to loosen it up « licle first. Many of the
Pursche parts came fram Swoddards in Ohio.

the side height and tyre choice right, “The lighter body
wmeant itsat o high so [ used Avis adjusters with an
internal lnck at the front and lowered the rear o few
naiches. Originally, they would have ‘cur and nurned”
theaxe tubes, but 1 wasn't confident that I'd get that

1. The steering column angle is lower than the
d 4 Karmann Ghia Pitman aem to make u
fit, and also a Ghia anti-roll bar. As for tyre choice,
for vintage BF Goodric e, sarblasted the 350t
and painled the wheels silver before fitting tem
With the chassis and wheels sorted, TelT turned his
attention to the budy. *T had o spend time leaming
how to make fibreglass laminated panels so I could
carry out repairs and make a new engie tray to fit
around the Parsche engine as well as making a floor for
the lupgage ares,

hud long gone so feff decided w fit sultably narrow
fitireglass Speedster Lype seats snd fit them on Summit
Racing bases wekled anto the ‘pan.

Other jobs inside ncluded finishing off the facia, adding
4 dash mounted miror, ftting a hanjo steering wheel and
obuaning the various fatches for the daors, bonnet and
baot, O, and it needed freshwiring which involved jeff
modifying a new loam meant for 3 56/'57 Beetle,

Alken fascination
By now vou'll no doubt appreciate that
well and truly under Jeils skin, and hi

extende way beyond the sctual rebuild.
o o s cominuing i

the Alken was

research and gathering archive phatos, all the

mEB Lo 0 WONEMRER 1074 | 6B

I 1958 ALKEN D-2 1958 ALKEND-2 I

< The Alken offered
plenty of glamour
and saw o of track
action in the late
19505 early 'Gls

3 The Alken was made in
Galfornia, the ldea belng
that the average Joe could
swap wveral the bits foma
Beerie n as gl at 19 howrs

time adding ta his forensic knowledge of the company
and the handful of cars it produced.
One particular fine of investigation, involved a ‘for

{3 . .
e s i, “it was indeed his car that
Sttt e appeared in the original

Alken was made. Said Jeff, “After some research online i -
Idiscavered they were st living at the same addruss, 8 R d& Tr. k t l

nd ncrdibly Tgo hrmugh o e 81 et oo 1950 NO@ ackartcle
vendor. We had a great conversation that lasted 20
minutes. [Te tald me it was his carin the brochure and
 few dlays later | received the original copy he'd got in
the post. How cool was that, hed keptit for all that time
and then passed it on o me.”

Finish line
Hack to the restoration. Jeff primered the body with
Transeart potyester quick Gl prismer, a body dolly proving
uselul tg access the underside, tiutomoive
Excellence in Eau Claire, PA 10 appiy a fresh coat of 1933-
era Porsche Azure Blue. Fallowing that, it was just a few
finishing touches, including upholstering the interior,
getting the loom operational and the calling upon ufa
skilled 3D printer 10 create script badges for the dash, And
also, helieve itor not, a 3D model of Jeffs car in minjature.
S0, after a long three years, and tiee decades alter
his inleres| was initially pricked, JofPs ATken is finally
finished. It's not only been a journey of discovery for
Jeff, and an opportunity o learn new skills, but also
a ehance o ereale: the ullimate version of what Alken
originally intended. Down 1o the last larch bolt, engine
detail and brake drum... B

Head the complete story of Jefl's Alken build, (search
‘57458 Alken Fibarglass Conchbuilt Project) al
wwwthesamba.com
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